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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
January - February 2019
NEWSLETTER
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PO Box 238 Blackheath

General Meeting
Saturday February 16th 2019
at The Lodge
2.00pm start
We welcome all members, especially those who have recently joined us.
Afternoon Tea will be served after the meeting. Please bring a plate of food to share

SPEAKER at the February meeting is our own
President, Alan Lush, who will present a
photographic history of the development of the
Campbell Rhododendron gardens.

*************************************************
Come help us celebrate the 50 years of the
Blue Mountains Rhododendron Society and
it’s management of the Campbell
Rhododendron Gardens.
The program out line for the first 6 months of 2019
is as follows: 16th February general meeting “Pictorial
History,” April 6th “Bee Mania”, a day long seminar
about native bees, 13th April get together for David
Cook’s ”Photographic History Book” launch, Champers
& a “surprise”. General meeting 15th June launch of a
written history. Please note the dates in your diaries as
we want as many members and friends as possible to
join in our celebrations.

**************************************************
From the President: Alan’s account

Welcome to all our members!
Well, another new year is upon us –the year the Society
turns the big 5-0. The first few months of 2019 will be
spent getting ready for the celebrations in April, with the
rest of the year being spent getting over them. Just keep
an eye out for items in the newsletters during the year that
contain either information on the history of the Society
and/or the Gardens, or details on what activities are about
to take place at the beginning of our next 50 years which
will keep the Society and the Gardens going forward.
First of all, my thanks to the management committee for
their sterling efforts during my 6 weeks 'sabbatical' at the

end of last year. As President, to have been blessed with
such a hard-working group is more than I could have
hoped for. My thanks also go to Veronica Dallas
(Membership Secretary) and Eva Johnstone (Secretary
and Librarian) who have filled the 2 vacancies on the
committee and are already making their presence felt.
The Society is once again linking with the community by
supporting them with a submission to the Blue Mountains
City Council, written by Eva Johnstone, regarding the Plan
of Management review into the Soldiers Memorial Park,
Blackheath (the swimming pool area). Our submission
raises several management issues for the Park with the
focus particularly on the 77 Heritage Rhododendrons that
were planted in 1923 to commemorate each of the 77
Blackheath volunteers who fought in World War I.
Alan Lush – President 2018-19

**************************************************
Garden Report: Well I hope everyone had a great

Christmas & may 2019 be a wonderful year for all of us &
for the Garden. Over the Christmas break we had some
pretty hard weather & many of us came in and did some
watering. I’d like to thank all those who did come in and
water. We had quite a lot of vandalism done over the
break. I wont detail it all here however we will have quite a
deal of work to fix this. I believe we should investigate the
possibility of getting a couple of battery operated security
cameras & perhaps one for near the Lodge that works
from the electricity. I may ask Alice & Geoff Reeves, who
have my phone numbers, to ring if they hear anything as
I’m sure a lot of shouting & laughing will have occurred. I
believe we should order some more product to seal The
Lake. We will have to put out the Potash to encourage bud
formation. I had hoped to put it out recently but the weather
wouldn’t allow it. I have, at home, quite a few Rhodos that I
have potted on & will take some potash home to put on
these.
Dick Harris.

Project Report: There were no real projects done over

the Christmas break. The only bit of construction that was
necessary was the replacement of the section of hand rail
on the Zig Zag track that was knocked off by vandals. Also,
the two corner posts that had been loosened, were firmed
up at the same time. I have accepted the offer of a good
Rover lawn mower and catcher which will be a good back
up for our Honda hand mower. I have also been looking
for a Hydrologist to give us advice on our water catchment
system and to determine whether we are collecting the
maximum feed for the dam. I have found a helpful Civil
Engineer at Sustainability Workshop who lists “hydrology
& hydraulics” & “water sensitive urban design” as areas of
expertise. Mark is a Blackheath resident who enjoys our
Garden and is willing to assist where he is able. Mark
advised that we place a measuring stick in the water to
monitor any rises and falls. This was placed in the dam
and a rise of 30mm was noticed after a storm that
delivered 22mm of rain in the afternoon. We will continue
to monitor the levels and liaise with Mark to ensure that
the dam returns to its previous attractive level.
After Dick and Geoff walked over the area with Mark there
was a discussion on the design of the channel. Need to
enquire whether Council will deliver ballast. Stay tuned for
more………
Geoff Cannings

Rowan Wilson Printing for two new names to be added.
Also asked if he can do our map for the Gardners Inn, he
can.
Deb Wells

********************************************************
tour: Being organised by Garden Clubs of
Australia zone Co-ordinator, John Parsonage.

“Cultural Treasures of Japan”

7th September to 19th September 2019
Cost: S5 737 twin $7 394 single (land only)
I expect the total cost including airfares to be
around $7,000. If you are interested please
contact John on 4751 4707 or 0438 514 707

********************************************************
Alliance Report: The Blackheath & Area Alliance will
be meeting soon. Julia will let them know about the
Society’s submission to Council re Blackheath Soldiers’
Memorial Park Master Plan.

********************************************************
Archives Report: Wayne and Anna Martin will be
digitising the archives. Wayne is writing an article about
Norm and Olive Campbell.

*******************************************************
********************************************************
Membership Report: 50 reminders will be sent out this Celebratory Seminar
month, February. Veronica & Julia to meet to go through
membership lists, how to make name tags, & discuss re a
more orderly method for storing membership tags.
Veronica will revise and rewrite the reminder letter for
people who have not renewed their membership.

IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP I’m
afraid this is your last newsletter! Please let Veronica
(4787 8598) know if you wish to remain a member of
BMRS. This way we can ensure our lists are accurate.
Welcome new member: Therese Abel.

****************************************************
Marketing Report: Over the period November to
January, I covered the following: Emailed to Tracey at
Pont Printing about doing a Meet & Greet Sandwich
Board. We will need to decide what we want it to say and
I will send to her to get it underway. Ordered and collected
another 10,000 yellow brochures. Discussed with Di that
she look after the delivery of flyers, The Big Fix and the
regular Gazette entries. I will concentrate on internet and
Gazette editorials. Have up-dated our website news &
Straliaweb
While covering for Alan: Spoke to Mountains Christian
College about art comp for next year’s Open Days.
Followed that with an email to the principal, Dr Charlie
Justins, detailing what is entailed. Have heard nothing
back. Talked with Melanie at SBS re translation of a sign,
emailed her with info for sign. She emailed back that she
needs the exact wording and all that we want on it. They
will then give us a price to make the sign. Seems they
don’t just give free advice. One of our new members (Alice,
a nurse) said she could ask work colleagues for correct
wording & get them to write it. Met with “Ashley” to discuss
her wedding plans. They chose the area behind the large
cherry tree. Opened and closed (2 hours) access gate for
“Kate’s” wedding. Delivered Certificates of Appreciation &
Thank You Cards. Delivered Life Membership Board to

“BEE MANIA” a one day seminar on the 6th April at The
Lodge in The Campbell Rhododendron Gardens,
Blackheath. This will be a wonderful day
hear about native bees, to look at the most amazing
photographs of bees, to enter “their world”,to take home
a lasting memory. We will be fed by the Quota Club,
whose members are great cooks!

8:30 am registration for a 9:00 am start. Cost $25.00
for members, $30.00 for non members. Places are
limited so please bring your money to the February
meeting to buy a ticket to this exciting day. Members
are being given first chance…….. you can also
ring Julia on 0408 336 635 or Alan on 4787 6983.

********************************************************
The Vault: Wayne is busy writing an article about Norm
Campbell from the viewpoint of his drawing and creative
abilities using a number of examples of his artistic work
which are held in the Society’s archives. This will be ready
for the next newsletter.

To set the scene and begin our 50
years commemoration the editor
has taken Olive’s own words back at
the 20 year anniversary to describe
the initial set up of the Gardens.
The Blue Mountains Nurserymen’s
Association under the direction of Ib
Sorensen decided to develop a
Rhododendron Garden. They
approached the Lands Dept. which
told them of 7 different sites
throughout the Blue Mountains.
These were all examined and the
current site was selected because of the Hat Hill Creek
running through the area. The topography and triassic
sandstone derived soil sealed the decision. Olive writes in
her First Twenty Years booklet.. ”On the 13th March 1970
due to the untiring efforts and support of the Member for the
Blue Mountains at that time Ald. H.G. Coates M.L A. and the
supportive interest of the Hon. T.L. Lewis, M.L.A. Minister for
Lands, we were informed that this land comprising of 18.5ha.
was gazetted for our Society to use and develop as a Blue
Mountains Rhododendron Garden. With a small membership
and the support of the Blue Mountains Nurserymens
Association, plans and ideas were discussed and the initial
work commenced. Thanks were extended to the Blue
Mountains City Council, Town Clerk Mr John Pryor, Engineer,
the late John Yeaman, Mayor Ald. Ian Dash, and many staff
members for their support and assistance.
In December 1971 and with a donation from the Blackheath
Festival Committee the earth works for the formation of the
Lake was carried out. With this work completed and the Lake
full of water, the first Official Function was held on 23rd
September 1972 when 9 ‘White Pearl’ Rhododendrons were
planted. These were donated by the late George Valder. They
were planted by Ald. H.G. Coates M.L.A., Hon. A.S. Luchetti
M.H.R., Mr Ian Dash , Mayor, Mr I Sorensen, (first President),
Mr Paul Sorensen, Mr Alan Raper, (President of the
Australian Rhododendron Society) , Mr Bob Baker, Mrs Olive
Campbell and Mr Norm Campbell for the Blue Mountains
Rhododendron Society. This was a grand day and the
beginning of the garden.
The following year a large number of rhododendrons were
planted on the northern hillside and work days were being
held quite regularly. It was decided by the Committee that it
was necessary to have a Garden sub-committee for control
and planning of the area and Mr. Norm Campbell was elected

Supervisor. Large quantities of rhododendrons and azaleas
were donated by Mr. and Mrs. Richard Harris of Mount
Boyce Nurseries. and Dr. Peter Valder of ‘Nooroo”, at Mt
Wilson. Other large donations of plants came from Mr. and
Mrs. Phil Harris, Mr. and Mrs. J. Gaibor (Nursery) Mr. and Mrs.
Alan Moffat and Mr. Jim Anderson.
As it was the decision of the Lands Dept. that we retain the
area as much as possible in its natural state it was resolved
that it was to be developed as a garden of Rhododendrons,
azaleas and suitable trees and shrubs blended into bushland
setting. This was a challenge for the Society and it is so
unique that visitors to the garden, particularly overseas
visitors, are remarkably impressed by the concept. The
planted areas are confined to the areas adjacent to ‘The
Lodge’ and the Valley below, whilst much of the remainder is
left in its natural state with nature trails provided for walkers.
Plans of the various areas have been drawn by Norm
Campbell (editor: see next newsletter) and a register of
donors is maintained.

In June 1974 the main entrance gates were constructed by
Phil Harris funded by the Rotary Club of Blackheath as their
project for the year. Possibly the most photographed feature in
the valley area is the stone bridge built by Bob McCullough in
1974 and has been a great attraction for photographs by
wedding groups.
The first building was a shelter shed in the valley which was
from a donation by the Blackheath Horticultural Society. This
was followed by the work shed for the storeage of tools and
equipment. This building was originally the well known Apple
Stall from Hartley which featured a large apple on top so
popular with tourists in the area. The apple shed was given to
the Society by Mrs Biddy Baaner and transported to
Blackheath on a low- loader vehicle.
The idea of having a building for use as a meeting room and
other organised functions was envisaged and the first
donation came from Mr. J. Paddison of Springwood, followed
by Mr. J Fisher of Mount Wilson, Mr John Valder of Sydney,
Mr Otto Vickery of Blackheath, and Mr and Mrs Griffiths of
Leura, and a considerable donation from Dr. A. L. North of
Leura which allowed for further planning. One excellent
design was presented by Architects Brian Kooyman and
Reece Mackay but finances did not allow us to proceed.
Subsequently a Bush Haven Log Cabin type building was
erected which has blended very well with the bushland
setting. This building was named The Lodge and was officially
opened by Dr. A.L. North on 20th May 1978. It is open to the
public each year during the flowering season, otherwise it is
the headquarters of the Society.
An area for growing conifers has been established due to the
generosity of Dr. A .L. North and although it is in the early
stages of cultivation it has much potential for the future
development. It has been named the’ Dr. A. L. North Conifer
Garden’.
In 1985 the ‘Centenary Walk’ was established and opened on
23rd March to commemorate the Centenary of the
Proclamation of the Gazette of the Village of Blackheath and
Centennial year of Blackheath Public School. 134
rhododendrons have been planted along each side of the
walking recorded in the names of many of the older residents.
It is appropriate to recall that the Village still exists , covering
an area adjoining the gardens. Therefore it is appropriate to
perpetuate these significant events in naming the gardens the
‘Bacchante Gardens’. “……..
An excellent water reticulation system with 46 watering

points was designed and installed from a sizeable donation
to the Society through the Blue Mountains City Council and
this has been extended as the garden has expanded so
that every planted area can be watered with either hoses
or sprinklers. In recent years planning was concentrated on
up-grading the main entrance and the adjacent area,
initially by the regrading and bitumen sealing of the
roadway with the assistance of the Blue Mountains City
Council, and subsequently due to an excellent donation
from Mr. and Mrs. Harold Griffiths as a 1988 bi-centennial
gift the paved pathway was constructed by John Shaw
and the Gazebo built by Trevor Riddell and Norm
Campbell. This work opened officially by Harold and Alice
Griffiths on 24th September 1988.” …….
“The garden has now become established tourist attraction
where many walks can be enjoyed amidst natural settings,
and a lawn area in the valley where fern glades reach up to
the hillsides and masses of rhododendrons make a beautiful
display of colour during the months of October and November.
Rhododendrons and ferns are naturally compatible, enjoying
the same shade, soil and moisture requirements.

Management Committee 2018 - 2019
President
Alan Lush 4787 6983
Vice President
Deb Wells 0418 622 307

Secretary
Eva Johnstone 0432 321 730
Garden Supervisor
Dick Harris 0439 878 33

Treasurer
Val Moorhead 4787 8267
Membership Secretary
Veronica Dallas 4787 8598

Committee Members: Geoff Cannings, David Cook, Di Twose, Cat Harker, Julia Hanley
Meeting Hostess: Judy Johnston:
website – www.rhodogarden.org.au

Webperson: Deb Wells

Editor: Julia Hanley

Any articles or news for the Newsletter, please send to Julia email julia@hanley.ws Thank you

1970 valley where Lake is situated from January 1972

Lake nowadays similar view to previous photo
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